News

Hundreds on housing list

❑ Finding homes:
Steve Bevington
By Kieran Moran

KEMPSEY is experiencing
one of the biggest social housing crisis situations in the
state.
The waiting time for housing in Kempsey is currently
from five to 10 years and even
with 472 NSW Housing
dwellings in the area, the situation is not getting any better.
“The main issues reflect
state-wide issues, but are overlaid by a number of factors
special to Kempsey,” Arthur
McCulloch from the Mid
North Coast Tenants Advice
Service said.
“The long waiting lists and
the lack of social housing
reflect not growing the social
housing system.

❑ Complex needs:198 families in Kempsey are listed on the public housing register as waiting for homes

“In the 12 months to June
2014, 57 applicants were
housed in the Kempsey area,
with 198 applicants remaining
on the housing register.
“High levels of unemployment make affordability of
housing a key issue.
“The Office of Regional
Education, Skills and Jobs
2013 Plan notes that the key
areas of disadvantage that
Kempsey and Nambucca face
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are the high levels of welfare
dependence in the region.”
Community Housing is a
company that provides longterm, secure affordable housing to those most in need in the
Kempsey region.
Its managing director, Steve
Bevington, told The Macleay
Argus the Kempsey region had
been recognised as one of the
top six disadvantaged communities in NSW.

“A recent Senate report
recognised the Kempsey region with a very low socio- economic demographic, with high
rates of petty crime, unemployment and lack of affordable housing,” Mr Bevington
said.
“One of the most significant
issues in the region is a high
level of unemployment, which
is directly linked to challenges
in securing housing.

“In other parts of NSW
there appears to be a shift
towards smaller accommodation, but in the Kempsey region we are witnessing a high
demand for large family-type
accommodation.
“The demand for affordable
housing for those with high
and complex needs is increasing, and Community Housing
aims to assist those by providing appropriate housing.”

Festive events
to be combined

THE Riverside Markets
and the Kempsey District
Silver Band have combined their events, which
will take place on
December 6.
The first Twilight Markets, organised by Kate
Mainey with the Chamber
of Commerce, are running
from 4pm to 8pm.
The Riverside Carols,
which are run and organised by the Kempsey
District Silver Band, will
run from 7pm to 9.30pm.
They will be followed by
fireworks.
Santa will be visiting
during the carols.
Visitors should bring
chairs and blankets.
In the event of wet
weather, the carols will
take place at Kempsey
Racecourse.
The program will
include performances by
St Joseph’s Primary
School, Kempsey West
Public School, Aldavilla
Public School and Kempsey High School, as well
as by students from Vogue.
Special guest bands
include Funk n Bone,
Klepta Klezm and The
Syndicators.

At Hat Head

EVERYONE is warmly
invited to a free barbecue
and carols in the grounds
of the Anglican Church in
Straight St, Hat Head on
Sunday, December 21.
The barbecue will start
at 5pm.
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