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CHL aims to improve Industrial markets recover
Kimberley housing
■ Dan Wilkie

KIMBERLEY BUILD

■ Dan Wilkie

NATIONAL affordable housing provider Community Housing Limited has
pledged to improve the service and maintenance of 273 state-owned dwellings in
the East Kimberley, and ultimately provide permanent employment for indigenous locals through the expansion of its
housing stock.
CHL announced last week it would
work with 23 communities throughout the Kimberley region, ranging in
size from a single home to 74 houses at
Kalumburu, the largest community in the
East Kimberley.
CHL managing director Steve Bevington
said the maintenance and service of community housing in the East Kimberley had
been hit and miss.
He said CHL would draw upon its experience of managing, servicing and expanding Aboriginal communities in Victoria
and New South Wales, where the company
has been active for more than five years,
managing more than 260 tenancies.
“We can introduce the model of service delivery we have run elsewhere, which
provides for strong asset management and
recovers the problems of maintenance,
which is often patchy in remote areas,”
Mr Bevington told WA Business News.
“The other aspect of it is that we employ
a community development worker, and
that is really to start to attend to some of
the long-standing issues which they may
not have had addressed in a coordinated
fashion over the years.
“With lots of different remote communities there is an extremely varied picture
over issues such as water, power and general essential services.
“There is a lot that can occur in this area
and if we can address these problems it can
improve the situation for the Kimberley
as a whole.”
Along with increasing general amenity and providing a responsive mainte-

CHL takes on contract for 273
remote community dwellings.
Improved maintenance, amenity
and employment opportunities a
priority.
nance program at remote communities,
Mr Bevington said CHL would seek
to expand its housing stock in Western
Australia.
CHL has expanded its stock at its
remote communities in New South Wales
and Victoria by 20 to 25 per cent during
the past five years, and has introduced
initiatives aimed at providing employment opportunities for locals in housing
maintenance and construction.
“We ran a partnership with a local
Tafe where a maintenance program was
developed and taught to the local people, and now we employ a number of
the local indigenous people to maintain
the stock. And we also have constructed
altogether around about 15 houses with
a large proportion of indigenous labour,”
Mr Bevington said.
“Altogether about 28 indigenous people have been put through construction
apprenticeship programs and have been
able to retain work through our subcontractors.
“These people have been able to retain
their jobs even after the properties have
been built.”
Meanwhile, Housing Minister Bill
Marmion has announced the state government will be bringing 1,000 new social
housing properties to market before
Christmas, as part of its plan to deliver
20,000 new affordable houses by 2020.
A total of $550 million will be spent in
WA to construct 2,068 new homes across
the first two stages of the Nation Building
Economic Stimulus plan.

Speakers
Mr. James Kunstler

ROBUST economic conditions
and pricing opportunities have
seen Western Australia’s commercial and industrial property
sectors at the forefront of a global
property recovery, according to
industry research.
An analysis by CB Richard
Ellis of 55 of the world’s leading industrial and logistics markets identified Perth as the ninth
most expensive city in the world
in terms of industrial rents, trailing only Sydney, ranked seventh,
among Australian capital cities.
Five of the top 10 most expensive markets were located in the
Asia Pacific region, with four in
Europe, according to the report,
which also showed industrial rents
across Asia increased by 6 per cent
since the end of 2009.
CBRE’s Global Industrial
Marketview report showed Perth
industrial rents for the second
quarter of 2010 were $105.75 per
square metre, while Sydney industrial rents were $112.90/sqm.
CBRE global chief economist
Raymond Torto said the results
of the survey indicated industrial
markets across the globe were in
recovery mode, albeit at differing
rates and were at different stages.
“Given the strengthening
demand and production levels in
the world’s merging markets we
anticipate that global industrial
rents for prime logistics properties
will stabilise and gradually being
to increase before year-end,” Dr
Torto said.
In terms of land values, the
report indicated Perth’s fully serviced industrial sites slipped four
per cent in value, from $US354/
sqm in the first half of 2009, to
$US340/sqm in the first half of
2010.
CBRE regional director, industrial logistics & investments,
Joshua Charles, said investor sentiment improved notably at a global level throughout the fist half
of 2010, with over $US16 billion
invested in the industrial sector – a
49 per cent increase from the same
period in 2009.
“It appears capital markets are
moving ahead of the fundamentals
in some regions of the world,” Mr
Charles said.
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by improving business sentiment
across Australian markets in particular.
“All reports are that Australia
is entering the biggest mining and
energy boom since the 19th century,” Mr Conry said.
“The mining boom means Perth
and Brisbane markets are likely to
surprise on the upside.
“Vacancy will peak well under
previous expectations and longer
term we expect to see a shift in
capital allocations to those markets.
“Melbourne values are to grow
strongest in the next few years,
followed by Sydney. In 2015 and
beyond we expect that ranking to
reverse, with Brisbane, Perth and
Canberra continuing to strengthen.”
The only potential damper on
the burgeoning market in WA,
according to the report, could be
the ever-strengthening Australian
dollar, which is increasing hedging costs and placing pressure on
Australia’s cross-border activity.
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That sentiment was also reflected in the commercial property
sector, with research by analysts
at Jones Lang La Salle identifying that investment activity was
increasing strongly in Australia’s
commercial property markets.
Jones Lang LaSalle Australia
chief executive, Stephen Conry
said robust economic conditions,
driven primarily by Western
Australia’s mining boom, meant
demand was growing from domestic superannuation funds and foreign investors.
Jones Lang LaSalle’s October
Global Market Perspective report
showed direct commercial real
estate investment in Australia was
$US3.2 billion for Q3 2010, up
66 per cent from $US1.9 billion
in Q2.
Compared to the previous corresponding period in 2009, direct
commercial property investment
was up 42 per cent.
The report forecast transaction
volumes across the Asia Pacific
region were poised to show 15-25
per cent growth on 2009, buoyed
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HIGH PRICE: Rents in industrial precincts such as Welshpool
have been identiﬁed as the ninth most expensive property
sector in the world.
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