Bega’s eco community
A housing development at Bega is helping
community members in need as well as the
environment.
The Bega Eco Neighbourhood
Development (BEND) consists of six-star
energy-rated properties which let tenants live a
low-carbon footprint existence.
Having a co-operative approach to decisionmaking and a not-for-profit housing
organisation as the tenancy manager adds to a
supportive and connected community.
Community Housing Ltd managing
director Steve Bevington said the organisation
was only too happy to come on board as the
project’s ideals fitted with his own.
‘‘We were approached by the group
(BEND) which had secured an attractive piece
of land and had tremendous ambitions of
turning it into a community which was as selfsufficient as possible,’’ he says.
‘‘The group introduced all manner of land
management features, including water
conservation and waste treatment measures.
‘‘It also decided it wanted to provide for the
more disadvantaged in the community with
around 40 per cent of the housing to be
available for lower income earners, and that’s
where we came in.
‘‘Now we have a group of people who, no
matter what income they are on, are living
equally in this sustainable development.’’
The affordability of the BEND
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The Bega Eco Neighbourhood Development is a connected community with a lowcarbon footprint.

development has been welcomed by tenant
Heidi Brennan.
‘‘My weekly rent has been lowered by 20
per cent while the quality of our living
conditions has improved 100 per cent,’’

Tenants in the eco neighbourhood development say their standard of living has
improved.

LOWEST HOME LOANS RANKED BY AAPR%
Institution

Product

UBank
Paciﬁc Mortgage Group
Better Option Home Loans
loans.com.au
eMoney
State Custodians
Mortgage HOUSE
Illawarra Home Loans
Rate Busters
MyRate

UHomeLoan (for reﬁnancing)
Variable
Advantage Plus Variable
Dream Catcher
Full Doc Variable
Breathe Easy Offset
Advantage Variable
Bank Beater
Fightback Premium Var
Advantage Variable

Rate

AAPR

6.39
6.42
6.39
6.38
6.33
6.47
6.55
6.43
6.61
6.60

6.39
6.42
6.45
6.45
6.51
6.54
6.58
6.58
6.58
6.60

Brennan said.
‘‘We were previously living in one of the old
Bega houses built many years ago from local
timber. They are ice-boxes in the winter and
ovens in the summer. Our duplex is northfacing and draws passive solar heat.’’
Community Housing Ltd was established in
1994 to assist people in need with access to
affordable and sustainable rental housing.
The organisation sources funding, locates
land, develops projects, designs and constructs
housing and then manages the housing and the
tenants for the long term.
‘‘At Bega, we put in the majority of the
funds for these properties with assistance from
the state and federal governments and it has
been tremendously successful,’’ Bevington
said.
‘‘We hope that it will provide a model for
other small town developments and become a
bit of an icon.
‘‘We’ve always built accessible housing for
those in need and have always conformed to
the highest energy efficiency requirements,
but we have long wanted to become a leader
in the development of green affordable
housing initiatives and this is our first project.
‘‘Plans to negotiate further green housing
initiatives in the Wollongong area are
underway.’’
LISA WACHSMUTH
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This architecturally-designed home could be
your resort retreat just minutes from the centre
of Wollongong.
The four-bedroom, two-bathroom home was
designed by Kangaroo Valley architect David
Cox, with a focus on seamlessly blending the
Illawarra landscape with indoor entertaining
spaces.
Inside, hardwood flooring has been combined
with rosewood timber bi-fold doors.
The kitchen has been fitted with state-of-the-art
Miele appliances and CaeasarStone benches,
while an office would also work well as a retreat.
Outside there are three entertaining decks, plus
an extensive garden with access to a reserve.
For more information, contact Christian Zeidler
of Davids Real Estate on 0411 072 073.

SUBURB SNAPSHOT
In April 1834 then governor Major-General Sir Richard
Bourke visited the Illawarra in response to a petition
asking for roads and safe harbours in the district.
Surveyor General Mitchell set about implementing
instructions to open the district by road and to
improve its communication with the Sydney market.
As a result the surveyor general planned Mt Keira
Rd which partly followed O’Brien’s Rd but provided
an easier descent into the town.
In 1849 the first load of coal from a mine on the
slopes of Mt Keira was transported by horse-drawn
carts to the harbour. Reports of the day say the coal
carts were in a procession led by a band and
followed by horsemen, miners and townspeople.

House median price*: $467,000 (6 per cent
growth)
Currently on the market: 10 properties
Average days on market: 92
* 12 months to September 2011. Source: APM

CANSTAR CANNEX STAR RATED PREMIUM VARIABLE HOME LOANS
Institution

Product

Rate AAPR

Better Option Home Loans
Yellow Brick Road
Gateway Credit Union
Mortgageport Management
Teachers Credit Union
Northern Beaches CU
United Community
Paciﬁc Mortgage Group
State Custodians
loans.com.au

Advantage Plus Variable
Gold Pathway Variable
Low Rate Plus
April Special
Flexi Choice
All in One
Bridging Home Loan
Variable
Standard Variable Offset
The Dream Home Loan

6.39
6.69
6.70
6.85
7.29
7.34
7.39
6.42
6.47
6.60

6.57
6.69
6.82
7.05
7.32
7.35
7.42
6.42
6.54
6.56

Payment Principal + Star
frequencies interest rating

wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
N/A
wfm
wfm
wfm

Both
Both
Both
Both
P+I
P+I
Both
Both
Both
Both

RISING STAR
RISING STAR
RISING STAR
NOT RATED
NOT RATED
NOT RATED
NOT RATED

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 26-11-11

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 26-11-11

Notes: The AAPR is calculated on a $250,000 over 25 years and includes any upfront, ongoing and discharge fees where
applicable. Disclaimer: The information in this table is provided as a guide only. Neither CANSTAR CANNEX nor the Providers
warrants the accuracy of any information and neither is responsible for any loss, damage or expense incurred by you as a
result of use of the data herein. In most cases, the rates indicated are available to new customers only. It is recommended that
you conﬁrm it with the Provider before acting on it. Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au

Notes: CANSTAR CANNEX star ratings is an independent analysis of products by combining the rates and fees over 24 months and
an assessment on over 100 features and ﬂexibilities. Stars from 1 to 5 are awarded to products in the top 75% only.
Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au
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